BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, as Pope was a Roman Catholick, I
would not have his to be first. I think Milton's rather should
have the precedence. I think more highly of him now than I
did at twenty. There is more thinking in him and in Butler,
than in any of our poets.'
The gentlemen went away to their club, and I was left at
Beauclerk's till the fate of my election should be announced
to me. I sat in a state of anxiety which even the charming con-
versation of Lady Di Beauclerk could not entirely dissipate.
In a short time I received the agreeable intelligence that I
was chosen. I hastened to the place of meeting, and was in-
troduced to such a society as can seldom be found. Mr Ed-
mund Burke, whom I then saw for the first time, and whose
splendid talents had long made me ardently wish for his
acquaintance; Dr Nugent, Mr Garrick, Dr Goldsmith, Mr
{afterwards Sir William) Jones, and the company with whom
I had dined. Upon my entrance, Johnson placed himself
behind a chair, on which he leaned as on a desk or pulpit,
and with humorous formality gave me a Charge^ pointing
out the conduct expected from me as a good member of this
club.
Much pleasant conversation passed, which Johnson
relished with great good humour. But his conversation alone,
or what led to it, or was interwoven with it, is the business of
this work.
On Saturday, May I, we dined by ourselves at our old
rendezvous, the Mitre tavern. He was placid, but not much
disposed to talk. He observed that 'The Irish mix better with
the English than the Scotch do; their language is nearer to
English; as a proof of which, they succeed very well as
players, which Scotchmen do not. Then, Sir, they have not
that extreme nationality which we find in the Scotch. I will
do you, Boswell, the justice to say, that you are the most
unscottified of your countrymen. You are almost the only
instance of a Scotchman that I have known, who did not at
every other sentence bring in some other Scotchman.'
On Friday, May 7,1 breakfasted with him at Mr Thrale's
in the Borough. While we were alone, I endeavoured as well
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